
Introduction
Port Facility Security Officer (PFSO) Course aims to provide the skills and knowledge 
to those who may be designated to perform the duties and responsibilities of a 
Port Facility Security Officer, as defined in section A-2.1.8, sections A/B-18.1 of the 
International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code. 

Pre-Requisite
Employed or engaged as a ship’s complement in any capacity on board ships which are 
required to comply with the ISPS code.

Certification
Port Facility Security Officer Course certificates will be awarded to the participants 
who have successfully completed the course.
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Course Coverage
The course covers the following topics:

• Maritime Security Policy, Legislation, 
Codes and Conventions

• Maritime Security Responsibilities
• Security Administration
• Development and Implementation 

of an effective Port Facility Security 
Plan

• Port Facility Security Equipment
• Recognition of Behaviour that 

threatens security

• Recognition and detection of 
weapons and dangerous devices

• Access and Searches
• Port Security Incident Reporting
• Conducting the security audits, port 

facility assessment and inspections
• Training Requirements, Emergency 

Preparedness, Drills and Exercises

Objective of Course
This course covers the requirements defined in sections A/B-18.1 of the ISPS Code 
and International Maritime Organization (IMO) Model Course 3.21 (dated 6 Sep 
2003).  At the end of the course, participants will be able to:

• Assume the responsibilities and perform the duties of the PFSO.
• Implement and ensure the maintenance of the Port Facility Security Plan.
• Conduct security inspections of the ship to ensure adequate security measures.
• Understand the conduct of security assessment and audits.
• Conduct training, drills and exercises in accordance with the ISPS requirements.
• Enhance security awareness and vigilance. 
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